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The Energy Storage Partnership (ESP), hosted by the World Bank’s Energy Sector
Management Assistance Program (ESMAP), will convene its Stakeholder Forum, 2025 on
November 5, in Genk, Belgium. The meeting is co-organized by ESMAP and
EnergyVille/BERA, an ESP partner and internationally recognized research and consulting
center supporting the Sustainable Development Goals. The Stakeholder Forum will bring
together practitioners and experts from the battery and energy storage industry, government
clients of the World Bank, ESP partners, and ESMAP donors. The event will provide a platform
to share developing countries’ experiences with energy storage and to showcase the latest trends
and innovations in storage technologies.

This year’s Forum builds on the momentum of ESP’s fifth anniversary meetings held in
Marrakesh; Morocco (Watch the ESP anniversary video here.) The ESP meetings continue to
serve as a vital platform for knowledge exchange on battery storage technologies tailored to the
needs of developing countries. Past sessions have featured leading practitioners and investors
and have explored a range of emerging topics—including long-duration energy storage
technologies such as compressed air, flow batteries, and pumped storage hydropower—
essential for storing energy with minimal losses over extended periods.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gv-KA-_8dY
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Wednesday, S November 2025: Stakeholder Forum

Time
9:00-9:30
(8:45)

9:30-10:45

10:45-11:15
11:15-12:30

12:30-13:30
13:30-14:45

14:45-15:15
15:15-16:30

16:30-17:15

Session
Introductory Remarks by Co-hosts

e Demetrios Papathanasiou, Global Director, World Bank

e Leen Govaerts, President, BERA

e Chandrasekar Govindarajulu, Practice Manager, World Bank

o Overview of ESP activities in the past year
Energy Storage Policies and Regulations: Latest Development and
Remaining Challenges
Moderated by: Xiaoping Wang, Lead Energy Specialist, World Bank

e Director General of Energy Pricing Department, National Reform of
Development Commission of China and Director General of International
Cooperation Department, National Reform and Development Commission
(NDRC) of China

e Ted Ko, Executive Director, Energy Policy Design Institute

e Luca lo Schiavo, Senior Regulatory Specialist and Gent Hajdari,
Regulatory Specialist, Energy Regulators Regional Association (ERRA)

e Francis Saturnino C. Juan, Chairperson, Energy Regulatory Commission
of the Philippines

Coffee Break
World Bank Client Session. Opportunities & Challenges of Implementing
Energy Storage Projects: Fire-side chat with Zanzibar project participants (TTL,
Clients) and RESPITE project
Moderated by: Satyaki Bhattacharya, Energy Specialist, World Bank

e Maulid Shiraz, Project Manager, ZECO
Jaimin Modi, Project Manager, Intec GOPA
Rhonda Jordan Antoine, ZESTA TTL, World Bank
Fowzia Hassan, ZESTA Co-TTL, World Bank
Theophilus Amara, Deputy Project Coordinator for REPSITE project in
Sierra Leone
Lunch Break
Latest Development of Energy Storage Technologies in Belgium
Moderated by: Carlo Mol, EnergyVille/BERA

e Bozorg Khanbaei, Executive Director BEPA, Batteries European
Partnership Association, “EU Investments in Battery Research &
Innovation under Batt4EU partnership”

e Jeroen Biischer, Research Line Coordinator Batteries, EnergyVille/BERA,
“Tackling challenges for sustainable adoption of high-performant and safe
battery solutions”

e Jacob Bossaer, CEO, BOSAQ, “Energy storage as enabler for circular
water use”

Break

Spotlights of Projects by other Financiers: [FC & MDBs discussing energy
storage projects and their implementation

Moderated by: Juliet Pumpuni, Senior Energy Specialist, World Bank

e Daniel Layug, Internation Finance Corporation (IFC)

e Umang Maheshwari, Managing Director, BESS, GEAPP

e African Development Bank, TBD

e Inter-American Development Bank, TBD

Stakeholder Feedback Session
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Moderated by: Jimmy Pannett and Tarek Keskes, Energy Specialists, World
Bank

17:15-17:45 Keynote Speech: Wim Dries, Mayor of City of Genk

e Genk’s transformation from a mining city into clean energy hub
17:45-18:00 Closing Remarks

e Demetrios Papathanasiou, Global Director, World Bank

e Leen Govaerts, President, BERA
18:00-20:00 ESP Stakeholder Forum Reception — EnergyVille

Contact: For inquiries and additional information, please contact Juliet Pumpuni,
jpumpuni@worldbank.org and Ivana Smolenova ismolenova@worldbank.org
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